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IN 6 E "tis in Compliance with Your Deli, 5 
\ that the following Sermon appears in the World; | 
Y 1 think it needleſs to make any Apology for wy G 
areſſing my ſelf to Yu upon this Occaſion. I. 
Ing Reaſonable to hope, that the ſame 9e 1 
l not be wholly Unacceptable to You from the Preſs, 
ih Vn ere Pleas d to Hear wth ho much Favour 
* he 9 5 5 


Ibo I bad nor the leaf Deli ion of F offering [ti in any 
re public Way, than that of Preaching ; yet bor 
great 4 Deference for the e 75 2 
WW worthy Gentlemen, to ſet up my Own in Oppo- 
Mn fo Yours: and therefore * ſubmit to Obey 
ſe mme, which is an 1 to Recerve. 
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If what is here Endeavour d ſhall happen to be 
any way ſerviceable, in contributing to the Reforma Y 
tion of I hoſe who create ſo much Prejudice to Re- 
ll /igizon, and ſo much Confuſion to Themſelves and 
mW Ozhers, Deceiving and being Deceiv'd; 7 he Obliga. 
tion zuill he to You, and Your Authority. But all tbe 
ll Mſcarriages and Imperfections of it I deſire may be 
ll aſcrib'd only to their true Author ; 'who is, with greatl 
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22 mo 7 that call Evil Good, _ Grod Boil; * 
that put Darkneſs for Light, and Light for Darkneſs; 3 
hat pat Bitter hey Sweet „ and Sweet for Bitter. 


AE jofioite Diſtance benen Good and Evil being of all | 
things ſo certain, and (atleaſt in the moſt 1 nt In- 
' ſtances) ſo plain and manifeſt ; it may appear ſtrange ar 
| © firſt fight, that there ſhould be any Occaſion of denouncin 
en Woe againſt thoſe that endeavour to tranſpoſe, or mil> 
epreſent them. Becauſe one would think it impoſſible there ſhould 
de ſuch Men in the World; or any that ſhoul engage in a Deſign 
wich ſeems ſo extravagant and i impracticable. And yet ſuch is 

de Perverſeneſs of Mafiänd „ induſtrious in Wickedneſs and in- 
I enious to their own Deſtruction; it even theſe daring Attempts 
| wogen 3 Men ſeeming inſolently to affect a Power be- 
fond that of potence it ſelf, the Reconciling of Contradictions. 
and in managi og theſ eternally oppoſite Principles they are ſo far 
Incceſsful, that they cannot reconcile, they — at leaſt confound n 
nd very ofren actually 46.1 it with great Satisfaction. Which is the | 
Iatice and Guilt of Thoſe, who are here ſo ſeverely threaten d. 
The main Scope and Deſign of this Chapter, is to repreſent. 
6's 'C zainſt his People the Tee; in which, by the 


omplaint 
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generacy and Corruption; and their proving obſtinately Diſobedient, 
contrary to what He had the gręatęſt Reaſon to expect from them, 
conſidering the and gbr . kts * taken on his 
Fart to cuſtivgtę andanftruth them. This, at the Beginning of the 
41 Chapter, is Non GnbleedGochs P ache of Aa Weyl: and ; 
Wi tho'the Compariſon be in it ſelf ſo eaſy 100 —_ it ſeems to 
yet to make 15 cyident heyond all Doubt, He 
Wolde to that Lehottigg and rebellious People. 
Iſrael, 
jag ment, 1 
nd after 


| 


— 


3 | 
inc ſrom thoſd other Terms, Good and Evil; but duly as figu- 


x 
ative and illuſtrating Pxpreflions meahing the ſame Thing. *Tis 
certain the are not to be taken in a proper Significarion ; for beſides 


Before the Univer/i) 77 22 0 x FORD. 


ConneQion-with/ w_ Point of Dai or Tr anſgreffion ; They cannot 


but Light and Darkneſs being ſeufible ones; the Ideas cannot be tranſ. 
tr d, tho" the Words may. 1225 Good and Evil are full as op» 
e in their Natures, as any ſenſible contrary Qualities whatſoever ; 
tho! the former may be _ eaſily miſtaken for each other, than the 
luer. And their bei ſite'as Light and Darkneſs, Bitter and 
Sweet, and the like, "ets Reaſori 'W . thoſe Metaphorical Ex- 
fon are made uſe of we Muftrate' 0 . f chat is * 
In dicourfing upon he Words des lain'd I ſhall conſider, & 
LY ESR Bf 7 623 An:! 
Pets Hh far the Names ad Nodoks of Good and Evil ate 
Calle of * being C Cotifonnded), Tranlpos d, and pur one n I 
r 1 206 xm 10 21076; 
Stondy „When, or 10 whar 
Atul 8 uilty of ſuch 'Miſrepreſentation. '- 4 
THU KY are Uſd chief Taye and Priviphs of 0 bemerſe 155 
4 Pra A* 8 


Tourt hy; The extreme nur, and alu. Confeumc of ! 


it. And, 517% nn 103009 1725 } Sb 4 


nc Y (riet! (rity ſpeaking) be tranſvers'd, or put one for another. Some 
bY Good and Evil indeed being e and complicated Concep- 
(bons, not only the Morllii but the very Ideas may be conſounded; 


thar thoſe Things are not of a Mr Nature, and ſo can have no 


betteln Inſtances Men are often N 


l 5 What woe mot ao te ſure ow fie, from being 2 I 


deluded: "by wepoidw and dessen fo obs 11 Ani 


1 ohh 1055 * 1171 1. 4 


1 Hike * Theſe: The ee God dd Bei * 


Dy 


dem be taken away: Pleaſure and Pain, Happineſs and Miſery are ſuch 

clear and diſtin Sentiments ; that; as tis i 
lemſelves be niltaken for each other, ſo they will for ever  ſulfci- 
My diſtioguiſh thoſe Principles which are apt to cauſe and produce 
Km. The Names indeed — be alter d, like thoſe of Light and 
nkoeſ but theſe Comrep ons can no more be varied: or transfer'd, 
be The mar be us d promiſcuonſly : which 


74 cannot be chang' d, nor tranſpos d, nor the Diſtinction between 
ble they ſhanald | 
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That particular Thing then which is really Good may by fall: 1 
Names and Colours be. repreſented as Evil; and ſo on the Reverſe. 

Thus it happens in the Caſe of Moral Good and Evil: Vice in ge- 
neral may be recommended, and Vertue in general decty d; and the 
ſame Miſrepreſentation may be made with reſpect to any particulat i 
Vertue or Vice, or any Good or Bad Action. But then Vertue and! 
Vice in general cannot be put for each other, any more than Good and 
Evil in general, or Light and Darkneſs: Theſe. Coneeptions, like Thoſe 
being ſo clearly and diſtinctiy oppoſite ; and to obſerye, and not obi 
ſerve Laws, being Terms of direct Contradiction. Nor can the Di4 
ſttinction between them be taken away, while they at ab remain in th 
Mind. Indeed it may be loſt one way, becauſe the Ideas themſelvel 
| y be loſt and expung d out of the Minds of Men; which is to ball 

done only by deſtroying the Notions of all Law and all Moral Oligat 

tion, upon which the Nature of Duty and Tranſgreſſion entirely 

depends. But I ſay, while theſe. Notions are in their Minds, they 
can never be transfer'd; or miſtaken for each ot ler.. 


chief _ Confuſion - e particular ew. and; 777 5 whid 
BH 8 ſubordinate Ideas which concur in the Compoſition « 
theſe more cumple æ ones, the particular vaxious Circumſtunces atten 
ing them, and that Shadow of Reſemblance which is ſometimes ® 
tween them. Their true Limits and Boundaries are not always 7 
pably menifeſt ; and ſome are much mote eaſy to be miſtaken ti 
others, by Reaſon of the ſeeming Nearneſs and Affinity of 18 
Natures. Here not only the Nawes, but the very Notions ma ys 
mix'd, by leaving out ſome of the true conſtituent Parts, ® 
taking in thoſe that are foreigo, and belong to another Combinale 
But though thoſe Vertues and Vices are moſt liable to be confoun® 


Crimes for laudable Qualities, and the mok illuſtrious 


reach d 


indeed will make Men talk ſo as not to be underſtood; but will not con- 
found theſe Eternally diſtiaQ Conceptions. A third obſcure; and unin- 
telligible Notion may alſo (perhaps) ariſe out of them. And in theſe 
Inſtances ſeems to conſiſt all the'Confulion that Good and Evil in 
general are CEN of. How far particular ones may be mix d and 


diſguis d, muſt be our next Enquir x. 


£ 


I T he main Difficulty therefore, and the greateſt Dauger of 


which have ſome: Appearance. of Liteneſe and Reſemblance;: 
Sometimes Men may be ſo infatuated, as to put the moſt mon{trc 


Moral. ExC 
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:ncies for Sins. Here tis hard to conceive that the Ideas are chang'd, 
ho' tis not impoſſible, but they may; tis certain the Names are 
xryerted ; and the Miſapplication of Words never fails to confound 
the Notions themſelves, whenever they are Capable of ſuch Con- 
. ß go ada obunmbib ui. 4, 
But after all, Good and Evil, Vertue and Vice both in the general, 
nd in particular Inſtances, continue ix themſelves jult as they were 
fore, notwithſtanding this Mixture of Words and Conceptions. This 
ers not the Natures of Plats but they ill remain unvariably 
de fame. . For tho theſe Moral Ideas are of a very different kind from 
ſaſble ones, which without any Action of ours are excited in us by 
ward Objects, and in the Production of which we are purely 
nllive ; tho they are made up 1 the Operation of the Mind, which | 
pins together the ſeveral Parts of which they are compounded; yet 

n this Caſe alſo there is ſuch a thing as real Nature, without us, to 
which they all ought to be refer d. The Eternal Ideas in the Mind of 
God are the Patterns and Standards of owrs ; and the latter are . me 
r true, as they agree and correſpond with the former. This 
Rule (which, ſo far as we are concern'd in it, is by the Light of 
Reaſon and Revelation together ſufficiently - diſcover'd to us) is 
tat which we are to obſerve in forming theſe compound Notions. 
Which (tho? they are collected by our voluntary Thoughts and Re- 
WicQions, yet) are not fo far Arbitrary, that we are at Liberty to 


de do, we are guilty. of very grievous Sin, as I ſhall ſhew in its proper 
Place ; and at laſt, we do not change Things, but only n | 
it miſrepreſent them; this Confuſſon no more altering the Nature of 
* 


Having thus diſpatch'd the firſt Thing I propos d, and endeavour d 
bew how far the Names and Notions of Good and Evil are capable - 

ing confounded; I proceed now to my Second, in which I am 
I. When, or in what particular Inſtances Mea are often Aitually - | 
| guilty of ſuch Miſrepreſentation” © © 
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| Tho" it ſeems the clearer Method to conſider this in a Head giftio& 
Wn the. former, yet there. is. ſo. near à Connection between tbem 


make them at random, or according to our own Will and Pleaſure. If 
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of the Undetftanding. 
as natural an Weinen fok Ignorance and Error. And there is allt 
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8 8 to us, may = the wol Pj opticty + be eld bo pu Bi 
Good; in rhe ane ulxar Plitaſe be 5 MD 
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| p te apainft Oh rinciples of Chriſtianity ; nay, endeavour! 
ta 5 all Piſtinction between Vertur an Viet, or to prove il 


than the Being * Refi ibo) argbe cbntrar to the Resfon and & 
to admit its Ene 
; aura ge atly F Füktion of Men, is 5 "Eifefuiſf them witty Tower 


2. Men bring this Guilt upon their Souls by mme 
and traducing Vertue; by repreſenting the former as fit to be 


Practice of willful fallacious Reaſ6hing, mention d in the former 


7 


—oM 7755 SELMON Damn. 


7 x87 4 Year Part of what ic to be infifted u jobs This: Has dd nt 
avoidably rouch'd' upon in 1 hat. But proſecute this Subſe 
a little more at large; Met! ate ky of he in, and obnoxion! 


„N 


By diſguiſing and mixing Trath with Falſbood in their Reaſon 

400 Speeulations, or endeayouring to give the one the Air and Reſen 
105 of the othet.” For Theſe (eſpeci cal iff matters of Importand 
e properly Gab and Evil, being 15 jects of the Will as wel 
We tilverlally deft Knowledge, and hy 


Reaſon ia the World that we ſhould ; fidee our Happiticls or Mil 
| greatly depends upon our right of wioh ako ry *Whoſcel 


arkneſs for Light, w 


ument; and 
ſtead of Demonſtration; In chis llt are involv'd all Thoſe ( 
0g maily {ith there are in the World)" wh by their ridiculous! 

y, and imp udent Pretehces to Reaſbji, mal 4. their Buſineh 


there is no ſuch t mee | as either; to obliterate all Notions of LAwi 
Obedience, and ma Neligbn to, betret than a mere State-Eng 


Nor is it 010 to be gte bh Tboſt will eine yer 
of this TinÞtication, who' ih matters of very grear moment (tho 


mon Senſe of all Mankind. As if (for Example) any on 10 


inliſt upon it, that the way to ſupport an Fat lifh'd Conſtitutiq 
Rog into its Bowe 1.5 that the true Method to 


e 


brac'd, and the latter as undeſirable. Which indeed ſuppoſe 


Aicular ; but then it ſuppoſes ſomething elle, and is a more 
Method o putting 600 aud E for each other. This is the 


10 endearonr to ner{wa P. the Warl chat 


jp 0 uneligible Thiog; a cockencholy al, ane uocomfort- 
ale: ſtirution, attended only. with Inconyeniencies, and deſtitute of 
150 0 on the other (ide applauchn, a Wicked Courſe, as the only 
way. to Pleaſ ure and Happy ne ny bn Pin moſt agreeahle to human 
Reaſon. 75 the 5 Uſe of 72 4 Appetites. P1412 and = 


lke are the erverk & Argu len, ho ſpoit themſel: 
1nd others, 77 1 5 125 K 4 64 25 Vee 1780 of? 
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8 a Wo Adheſion to the delt and nobleſt Principles alt A7 Ob. 
inacy.or Pride; and a due Fervour in rhe Vindication of them ſhall 
be Rage and Fury: while onthe other fide, Indifferency and LukeM 
Warmneſs ſhall have the good Luck to paſs for Charity, UVnlteadineſs Z 
5 Complaiſance, and Baſeneſs for Conde ſcenſion. Nay, it ſhall bM 
eem d Good-nature to be unconcern'd in the Cauſe of a good Conf 
Den Prudence to deſert it, and Moderation to betray it. And @ 
great is the Inequality of Diſpenſations, with reſpect to different Ca 
"and Perſons, that Zeal ſhall be unpardonable in the belt of Caulcy 


F FUEL % 


and metitorious in the worſt: 4 be Religious Warmth in the R 
ſolute Diſcharge of his Duty, tho” | 
* and even all undecent Paſſion, ſhall be Violence and Unchatitablene | 
i one Man; while in Defence of the moſt unjuftifiable Practices, and WF 
26, FB ape of as bad Deſigns, the bittereftRailing,and the moſt „ | 
5 an ble Malice ſhall beCalmneſs, and Temper, and Moderation in au 
ther: So that. 1 is not only the Abſurdiry of transforming Vettue a 
a Ye; but this, range Transformation is wrought” by. Mea: whig 
Tem to have; a quite different Tendency. If ſuch prepoſterous Chang 
| mult be made, one would chiok it ſhould be always ſomething E 
 Whichſboy make Good look like Evil, and ſo on the other ſide. But 
|  Jometimes ns quite contrary; and there is, it ſeems, ſo mu 4 
3 Holineſs in Wicked Cauſe that it can conſecrate Vice, and ſo mi b 
| Frofancgels in a good One that it will debaſe and uaſanQify Vera 
7 And tho* (as Was faid) thole, good and bad Qualities are my” 
likely. to be confounded, which ſeem to have ſome Affinity in tai 
_ Natures: yet ſomerim es Men have ſo long accuftom'd chemſclfﬀ*" 
0 bin wo hs of. allacy. and Colluſion,” infenfibly fliding from WF” 
of if 10 angther 3. char they are at laft xr. to ſuch a e; 
. che moſt monſtrous Crimes with the Stile of Religh, * 
10 57 KS ny: Sacrilege, and Regicide, 20 
1 ere once bt 4 "moſt unheard-of 


Were put 1 6 0 very RN: 10 Whic e are Er eaten . 

ſite; Rebellion was oe. add Fi ghring agaio(t the King was Ff 

__ ing for Him. Such aniazlng Iifactiation,” or ſuch an unaccoud 
Degree of Lying may Men ar laſt. : art] fe 5 not can any 

Determine where they. will * probably” " when once they 
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ud as Vices are ſometimes honour'd with the Titles even of thoſe 
""WM:rtues to which they are moſt directly contrary; ſo on the other 
a there are not wanting ſome, who ſlander and traduce particular 
ces by giving them the Names of their very oppoſite Vices. 


' is of a Man truly poor in Spirit and lowly in bis own Eyes, it 


be {aid that his pretended Humility is nothing but Pride, and 
; ot be is really Proud by ſeeming to be Humble. Such Reflections 


theſe are often moſt injuriouſly made: Tis true, it ſometimes. 
wpens that the Caſe is really fo; but (till we are very Blameable 


"nM making ſuch Judgments at random, or without due Conſideration. = 


[hoſe Qualities being ſo very oppoſite, Men ought to be fully aſſur'd 
at they are put for each other, before they paſs ſuch nice and cri- 
al Cenſures. For if the Perſon thus condemn'd be not a Hypocrite, 
that condemns him is plainly a Slanderer; and if the one does 
t call Evil Good, tis E certain that the other ealls Good Evil. 
Tie Mention of Hypocriſy ſuggeſts another Inſtance of the Sin 
ae diſcourſing of, which is to be rank'd under this third Parti- 
r; it being the Buſineſs of the Hypocrite to make his Vices paſs 


Vertues, and deceive: the World by a continued Cheat and im- 
j ure. I 8 r e Ae r Cs ot 2 


As for nice Caſes relating to ſingle Actions or Circumſtances, theſe 
þ lometimes really and in their own Nature difficult to be di- 
Wuiſh'd. This therefore does not properly belong to our preſent 
belt ; it not being very material, and it being ſometimes hard 
the moſt . honeſt and induſtrious Enquirers to determine in theſe 
krgencies. So that if they ſhould happen to be in the wrong, 
would not be guilty of that Miſrepreſentation of which we are 
r Ä 
eli Il it be enquir'd, whether Vice be ſo often put for Vertue, as 
* for Vice; it ſeems probable that it is not. Becauſe Men do 
altogether ſo much ſerve their Ends and Intereſts by the former, 
by the latter. And for the ſame reaſon perhaps it is not ſo ea 
done, becauſe not ſo much Practis'd; the World not being ſo 
„bom'd to this way of Deceiving. Not but that in the Nature 
ax ſic Thing it ſelf it may be as eaſy as the other, perhaps eaſier. 
a <quires leſs Skill and Pains to paint a beautiful Face diſagrecabſe, 
!i.i!.!.! beantint ooo III 
Thoſe are eminently and ſignally chargeable with the Crime 
ed C AAinikatian 


Ham, | NF * 
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of publick Juſtice, endeavour to pervert the Courſe of it, and hinder 
it from taking its due Effect. This Caſe is different from all thole 
abovemention d; inaſmuch as it does not relate to Religion in ge- 
neral, nor even to any particular Vertues and Vices: but only to ſingle} 
Facts, Cauſes, and Circumſtances, which alone are the Objects of 
ladicial Enquiries, If Judges then proceed not uprightly between Man 
and Man in matters of controverted Rights and Poſſeſſions; or in 
criminal Cafes condemn the Innocent, and let the Guilty go free 5 
if Advocates labour by the Flouriſhes of Wit and Eloquence to gild 
aud ſet off Injury and Oppreſſion, to burniſh and brighten a wicked! 
| Cauſe, or to cloud, blacken, and aſperſe a good One; by ſallacious 
| Subtilties to give a wrong Turn to the Merits of it, to baffle and 
confound Witneſſes in order to evade the Evidence which is laid bed 
fore them; if Both endeavour to elude Right and Equity by bending 
and warping the Laws contrary to their natural Tendency, and tors 
turing them till they ſpeak a ſenſe which they know nothing of: wha 
is all this but putting Evil for Good, and Good for Evil in the plaineſt 
ad nd moſt Emphatical ſenſe of the words? Hither alſo is to be refer 
the Guilt of Btbery, Subor nation, and Falſe-witneſſing; and it 
ſhort every Kind or Degree of Corruption in all Perſons whatſoever 
who any way belong to the Cobrts of Judicature, ſo as to have M 
* ſhare in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice. Or if theſe Practices be nol 
| manifeſtly enough imply'd in my Text, the words a very litt 
After it are ſufficiently plain, verſ. 23. In which there is a particu 
W oe denounc'd againſt Thoſe, who fab the Wicked for Reward, of 
take away the Righteouſneſs of the Righteous from bim. 
And thus having Endeavour'd to ſhew how far Good and Evi 
are Capable of being put for each other, and in what Caſes they a1 
olten Actual fo confounded; I paſs on to conſider in the Thin 


II. What are the Chief Caoſes and Principles of ſo perverle| 
EFTA 3 8 ae Ws 


Ihueſe then, according to the more general Diviſion, ſeem reduc 
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1. As to the former, Tis hardly to be imagin'd that this is often or 
in many Inſtances the Cauſe of it. Some few perhaps that are call'd 
Rational Creatures may be ſo groſly Tgnorant, as not to know the 
plaineſt and moſt common Diſtinctions of Morality : And this not 
ly in any Chriſtian, but even in any Cviliz'd Country muſt be 
roluntary and affected. Many more, no doubt, may be Ignorant 
n lower and lefs important Inſtances; and this, tho bad enough, 
annot be near ſo dangerous or ſo inexcuſable as the other. But 
2. Prejudice is the chief and moſt frequent Cauſe of this Miſ- 
epreſentation. When a Mao knows well enough what is Right 
Jad Wrong, but by the force of Prepoſſeſſion will not own it. Having 
WW: frong Biaſs upon his Will in favour, or disfavour of any Perſon 
Wc Cauſe ; he wreſts the Notions of ene, his own Purpoſes, 
Wind diſguiſes Good and Evil to ſerve thoſe Ends which he aims ar. 
Wicing'fubornd'by his Will he ſpeaks againſt his Judgment, fo long 
he ſpoils and miſleads his Judgment; thus firtt deceiving others, 
nd afterwards himſelf. But becauſe there are Prejudices of various 
ads which are the Cauſes of this pernicious Practice; (for any 


Ne or other be the Principle from whence it lows) I ſhall mention 
me of the more eminent and remarkable ones; it being endleſs 
WW take notice of them all. The Prejudices then which are moſt = 
kely to be the Cauſes of this Confuſion are thoſe of Cuſtom aud 

ducation; of worldly Intereſt; of a craving Appetite ; of Shame ; 
ride and Ravy; and laftly, of a wicked Life in general. 
As to the firſt af theſe Prejudices, that of Catom and Education; 
5 ſufficiently known with what Zeal and Ragerneſs thoſe Principles 
Opinions are commonly defended, which Men have been bred up 
or to which they have been long habituated; with what paſſionate 
Nadneſs they are Iov'd, and with what Idolatry they are worſhip'd 
d ador'd. Rather than part with theſe Darlings of their Souls, 
y will aſſert any thing, or deny any ching; reject the plaineſt 

ols, and digeſt the moſt ſhocking Cooadiiions For thall they 
ede from a erſwaſion which they were born to, and which they 
erit like their Eſtates? A Perſwaſion which all their Friends are 
Ecious of, and which their Converſation has fo diligently culti- 
and improv'd? No, ſooner ſhall the Order of Nature be in- 
led; Black ſhall be White, and Truth Falſhood. And ialtead of 
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purticular Vice, Folly, Opinion, Paſſion, or even Humour may ſome 
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which Reaſon or Scripture has ſufficiently laid down, they make 
that Principle the Rule and Standard of every thing elſe; that which 
agrees with it is Good, and whatever contradicts it is Evil. So that 
theſe even having the Law, are a Law unto Themſelves; but then that 
Law is not * but Prepoſſeſſion ; which they ſet up in Oppo 
ſition to the cleareſt Light that can be given them. And thus by af 
ſtrange and unaccountable Privilege, the Cuſtom of any particulapf 


Set or Faction of Men ſhall ſuperſede or over-rule the ſtanding and 


= 


e 


written Laws not only of their Country, but even of God himſelf, 


2. The mighty Sway which temporal Intereſt bears in the world 


and the exceeding ſtrong Biaſs which it puts upon Men's Minds evet 
to make them tranſpoſe Contraries ande is likewiſe too manifelf 
to be long inſiſted upon. Tis for this that they ſo carefully diſguiſe ti 
VvVices which they have, and pretend to the Vertues which they ha 
not: tis this that makes them Act contrary to common Honeſty 


and Argue contrary to common Senſe; that can make a Peace- mal 


guilty, and a Murderer innocent; Loyalty unpardonable, and Trey 


Ion meritorious. And, what is yet more wonderful, that which 


good or Evil one Day ſhall be quite contrary the next; not upon a 
Alteration of Circumſtances in the Thing, but in the Perſon that judg 
of it: as the ſame Object appears in Colours different from what 
did before, not upon the Account of any Change in it ſelf, but intl 


' Eye that ſees it. The ſtrange Power which temporal Intereſt has 


* . Underſtandings, and make them confound the 
ſtinctions of Right and Wrong, is in the Scriptures elegantly expreſſ 
by blinding their Eyes. Thus Samael the great Judge of Iſrael at 
 Reſigning that high and honourable Employment, challenges 
People to lay any Corruption to his Charge; Whom have I pres. 
and at whoſe hand have I receivꝰd any Bribe to blind mine Eyes therenil 


I Sam. 12.3. And Dest. 16. 19. Thon ſbalt not wreſt Judgment, I 
alt not reſpect Perſons, neither take a Gift ; for a Gift doth blind| 


: Eyes of the Wife, and pervert the Works of the Riphteons. £ And in m4 
other Inſtances beſides this of Corruption in Judgment, Me" 5 E 
hus blinded ; even then, when they are ſaid to be 


3. Another Prejudice which is apt to occaſion thisPrevaricatiol 
that of a craving and unruly Appetite. Being hard preſs'd by the 


ealineſs of a longing Inclination to any forbidden Pleaſure, , 
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uſe all the Fallacies and Treacherous Reaſonings they are Maſters «| 


to prove that Lawſul which they would fa in have ſo, and to make 
their Luſts reconcileable with their Duty. Such pains will they take 


| to cheat and delude themſelves ; and very ſlight Arguments will be 


effectual to deceive Thoſe who not only are willing, but labour to be 
er 3 1 . 
4. The Shame of wicked or diſhonourable Actions is ſometimes the 
Occaſion of this Miſrepreſentation. When a Man has done, or is about 


to do a foeliſh or unwarrantable Thing; and has the Baſeneſs, or Un- 


lawfulneſs of it fairly laid before his Eyes, and urg'd home upon his 
Conſcience : rather than take that Shame upon him which is his Due, 
He will uſe all imaginable Arts to palliate and diſguiſe thoſe Vices or 
Follies which *tis impoſſible to juſtify. This is eſpecially the Caſe 


of thoſe who are Prejudic'd by Fear and Cowardiſe; who would be 


good Men, if they durſt ; and have Inclination to do their Duty, but 
want the Courage, Theſe are put to a thouſand Shifts and Evaſions 
to bring themſelves off, and 2 with a tolerable Grace; endea- 
your to alter the Nature of tho 

and rather chuſe to have Religion repreſented in falſe Colours, than 
% / %ũO ͤ d oo ein onion 
5. Men often turn Vertue into Vice, and condemn what they 
vught to praiſe; when they are acted by the Prejudices of Spight and 


thoſe they hate, even for that which deſerves to be honour'd and re- 
varded. Their firſt Endeavour indeed is commonly to alledge falſe 
matter of Fact, and deny that the Perſons they are prepoſſeſs d againſt 


aer did thoſe Things, or have thoſe Qualities which are pretended and _ 


lvppos'd. But if that will not do, they immediately betake themſelves 
o the other Method; and rather than One they deteſt ſhall be thought 


bene any Good in him, Good it (elf ſhall be Evil, and Merit an 


ro ty 
6, It frequently proceeds from a Principle of Pride or Exvy .I men- 
uon theſe together, becauſe the latter is often a Conſequence or Effect 


the former: and Men endeavour to leſſen the Characters of Others 


in order to heighten and recommend their own.. By the Prejudices 
licrefore of Vain-glory and Self-conceit, they ſtrive to make De- 
lormity it ſelf appear Beautiful in their own Perſons ; and by the taint- 


es Breath of Envy labour to blaſt and wither the moſt flouriſhing, 


ib which others are. adorn'd. i Bo met Des LO gratif theſe 


e Actions which they cannot defend; 


Malice. Nothing is more common than to hear them inveigh againſt oo 


— — 
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vicious Appetites, they are for an univerſal Levelling of Characters, 
and almoſt making all Mankind alike. By leſſening the good Quali- 
ties of ſome, and the bad ones of others, they endeavour to put all 
upon an Equality; by which Means they hope to make themſelves 
appear as well as the reſt of their Neighbours ; whichthey are ſenſible 
they cannot do, without taking theſe indirect Meaſures, and bringing 
dovn Others to their own Size and Dimenſions. Upon the fame 
Motive of Pride they often contract this Guilt merely to humour 
the ridiculous Vanity of Jeſting; eſpecially if it be join'd with the 
Spirit of Trifling and Levity : They think it an Argument of a viva- 
cCious Genius to call the moſt ferious Things in the World by con- 3 
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trary Names; and pretending to be Wits, are really Fools, 4 | 

J. The laſt and worſt Prejudice which I afſhga'd as a Cauſe of 
his deteſtable Practice, was that of a profiigare Life in general. Thoſe 
particular Vices and Follies above menrion'd may be, and often are 

the Occaſions of it in particular Inſtances, or inferior Degrees: but 

an entire Habit of Wickedneſs puts Men upon the moſt deſperate At- 
tempts to undermine all Religion; which they cannot hope to do by I 
any likelier Methods, than by that of which we are diſcourſing. 4 
flagitious and diſſolute Courſe of Living makes Infidels of ſome, Scep - 
ticks of others, and Enemies to God and Goodneſs of All. And thoſe 

to whom either of theſe Characters belongs, will be apt to endeavour 

to take away all Diſtinction between the moſt contrary and moſt im- 
portant Notions of Morality. So that they labour to pervert the Ideas 

of Religion becauſe they live in conſtant Oppoſition to it; and put F 
Darknefs for Light, upon the ſame Principle that they love Darkneſs 
eln. 19. rather than Light ; becauſe their Deeds are Evil, | 
1 . Which brings me to conſider in the 4th place, 


TV. The extreme Wickedneſs and Deſtradtive Conſequences of this 
> execrable Practice. 3 ͤͥ;7nꝛiꝛ 8 T wh yy - e a: 175 15 N 


hat the Guilt of it is moſt heavy, and its Tendency pernicious, '5} 
plainly imply'd in the Words of my Text - W hich denounces Woe and | 
Vengeance againſt it. Nor can it be-conceiv*dito be'otherwiſe, if We | 
conſider only the above mention*dPrinciplesfrom which it flows; it be- 
ing impoſlible that any but very bad Effects ſhould proceed from ſuch | 
corrupt Cauſes. To put Good and Evil for each orher in any ſenſe, 
even in the lamaſl Oo Good Dogon. n 
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and provoking to Almighty God. But to do it in the moſt important 
laſtances, and that too with Deliberation and Malice, is undoubtedl 
we boldeſt and moſt exalted Pitch of Wickedneſs. ?Tis directly doing 

I the Devil's Work for him; and He himſelf cannot more cfteQtually 
adrance the Intereſt of his Kingdom. By ſpoiling Men's Underſtand- 
gs, blinding their Judgments, perverting their Reaſon, and in 
ſhort making the whole Intellectual World a perfet Chaos and Maſs 
of Confuſion ; It quites unravels the Scheme of Morality, and breaks 
pthe very Foundations of all Religion. T hat it does ſo is plain, and 
deeds no Proof; for when the Notions of Good and Evil, of Vertue 
und Vice are thus huddled and confounded ; how is it poſſible for any 
loch thing as Religion to ſubſiſt in the World? And then it is the 

IJ !igheft Inſolence againſt God that can well be imagin'd ; not only to 
break his Laws, but to pretend even to cancel and repeal them. 
And what muſt be the Conſequences of it with reſpect to the Peace, 
WI oeciety, Government, and .Well-being even of this World, is not at 
ul difficult to determine. How many miſerable Souls then muſt 
beeriſh everlaſtingly by it in the next? And what therefore muſt be the 
IJ puniſhment of Thoſe who are involv'd in this moſt horrid Guile of 
ontriving the eternal Deſtruction of others, and ruining fo many 
© Wl iboulangs deßges taemele? 


ſcape unpuniſh'd even in This. 


Lor ought it in ſome Inftances to 5 
lie. Shall Thoſe who contradict the ſundamental Principles of 
> Wvrality, and even the common Reaſon of Mankind, traduce the 
4 Lat Truths of Chriſtianity, and endeavour to deſtroy the very Being 


Government either in Church, or State; and by fo doing put Light 
lor Darkneſs, and Good for Evil, with the cooleſt and moſt deliberate 
Malice, and in the moſt publick and impudent Manner, ſhall ſuch be 
naiv at, and ſuffer'd to go on with Impunity ? Certainly the Ends 
nd Maxims even of human Government require that they ſhould not; 
nd theſe (if any) are 1niquities to be puniſb d by the Tudges. 9451.14 
And accordingly our wife and pious Legiſlators have made Pro-; 
ton in this Particular: and ſurely it is the icy of all Perſons in their 
vera] Stations, as much as in them lies, and as far as it properly be- 
guss to them, to promote the Execution of the Laws againſt ſuch. 

enders; of private Subjects to convict, and of Magiſtrates to 
film them. Nor is it without Reaſon that this is here mention'd. 
* wicked, and even Blaſphemous Books. which. arg PuhliHd.. 
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than ſufficient Occaſion for theſe Reflections. Infamous Libels upon 
almolt every thing that's Good; which defy all Authority both Hu- 
mane and Divine, tend to the Unhinging of all Government, eſpeci- 
ally the Eccleſiaſtical, to the Annulling of all ſacred Miniſterial 
Orders, and to the utter Extirpation of all Chriſtianity: 1 
Tho” ſuch deſperate abandon'd Wretches as the Authors of theſe 
Writings are fitter to be dealt with by Penalties than by Arguments, 
yet to the Confuſion of their little Reaſonings they have had the 
latter afforded them, which they do not deſerve ; and therefore ſure 
they are not hardly dealt with, if they have likewiſe the former which 
they do deſerve. For certainly Men ought not to be at Liberty to 
diſpute about any thing, or to vent what notions they think fit. It 
may perhaps be call'd Perſecution, or a Hindrance to free Thinting 
to entrench upon this Privilege which they have ſo natural a Right 
toe but for all that, they have not this uncontroulable Licence 
in Caſes which are of a much lower and leſs important Nature. 
Let them be as free Thinkers as they pleaſe, they are not ſufferd 
(and 'tis not fit they ſhould) to queſtion the Titles of Kings; and! 
| ſhall God's be queſtion'd? They are puniſh'd (and that very juſtiy) 
for ſlandering, or even ſpeaking irreverently of Princes; nay, olf 
Subjects who are inveſted with Power and Authority: and ſhall the) 
be permitted to blaſpheme Chriſt, and deny God the abſolute Gog 
vernment of the World? Muſt there be a Toleration too for ſuch 


nnn 


Iilelliſh Outrages as theſe? Shall it be ſuggeſted without a ſevere Ani be 
Rights of madverſion, © That God's Right to reign over the Jews as the 10. 
: Jerk « Prince, was founded upon Contract? Shall it be ſaid (tho witli le 
pag. 151. never ſo much Artifice, and in the pretended Perſon of Another e 
that if thoſe Writings, which the Clergy call Scriptures, ate I bie 
Lene their fide, there is no doubt but they are of their own [nventingl they 
of Deiſmin ©© And if Jeſus Chriſt their Patron, laid the Foundation of tho ther 
| e « Powers which they claim to themſelves under him, the old Roma and 
7. « did him Right in puniſhing him with the Death of a Slave ? e 
Ter. 3. 9. not God viſit for theſe Things, and ſhall not his Soul be avenged of bei 
41 Nation as this? If Men are ſuffer'd to commit all theſe Abo ley 
nations, and to publiſh ſuch horrid Blaſphemies ; what can Y 1 
expect, but ill Succeſs in our Affairs? For how can we til a 

that God will eſpouſe our Cauſe, if we fo tamely and ſcandalouyimien: 


___ Sefert His? _ 
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Theſe which I have mention'd, and ſuch like Inſolencies in Wick- 
edneſs will Thoſe at laſt advance to, who have given themſelves. 
over to ſuch a Licence and Diſſolution of Principles, to ſuch a Liber- 
tiniſm of Reaſoning as well as Living, and have thrown off all thoſe 
Reſtraints which God has ordain'd to curb the unruly Lults and Ap- 
petites of Men. "Theſe likewiſe are the Effects of their implacable 
Rage and Fury againſt thoſe ſacred Ordinances which He has in- 
ſtituted: they will ſtick at Nothing to gratify that Rancour and Vi- 
rulence with which they are tranſported ; but defy God, rather than 

dot ſhew their Spight againſt his Church; and diſgorge their Malice, 
JJ Ar On OO 

+ WM But, as the difference of Perſons may alter the Degrees of Guilt ; 

0 b me, according to the Stations in which they are plac'd, are more un- 

„ pardonable in putting Good for Evil and Evil for Good, than others. 
And thoſe in whom it would be moſt intolerable, are Perſons of a 

e WM {acred Character. If They, whoſe Judgment and Authority are, 
cer ovght to be, of ſo much weight, whole proper Buſineſs it is to in- 

14 erpret the Scriptures, and truly repreſent the Mind of God; it They 

1)! out of Fear, or Hope, or any ſiniſter Deſign, ſhould deliver that for 
of Vertue which they know or believe to be Vice; or any way preva« 


cate, and handle the Word of God adeceitfully ; of how ſore a Puniſhment 2 Cor 4 2. 


30% d theſe be thought worthy, who would miſlead the Souls committed 
o cheir Charge, proſtitute their high and holy Office to ſuch vile Pur- 
nil Poles, and bring a Reproach upon that Profeſſion which they oughnßnt 
heiß o adorn. Our Bleſſed Saviour aſſures us, that whoſoever ſpall break 
vid e cut of bis Commandments, and TEACH MEN So, ſhall be call d it. 5.19. 
er e {eaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven. Should any then of that ſacred _ 
e eder make Panegyricks upon the worſt of Men, only becauſe _ 

no '''y are great Men; ſmooth over ſome of their Vices, and praiſe 


lem for others; flatter the Dead, to make their Court to the Living; 
ad all at the Expence of their Integrity, by venting falſe Doctrine as 
ell as falſe Oratory, in order to advance their Fortunes, and ſerve 
(WJ cir wretched Intereſts in this World: what a Maſs of Guilt would 
ley heap upon Themſelves! They would imitate. the Example of 
Judas in betraying their Lord's Religion for Money, as that other 
Inytor did his Perſon ; and without the ſevereſt and a Timely, 
lepentance, would by the worſt Sort of Simony pay their Souls: 
5 le Purchaſe for their Preſermentns. 27K 0 
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Nay, we who are dedicated to that holy Employment may, in 
ſome meaſure be -xegatively guilty in this reſpect. We ſin not only 
if we repreſent Good and Evil falſely, but if we decline or avoid the 
Opportunities of repreſenting them truly: if we be ſilent when our 

Duty calls us to ſpeak; or if, when we do ſpeak, we prophecy only 

/ o. to. {goth things; if we do not proceed according to the Command of 

„ God given to the Prophet of my Text: Cry aloud, ſpare not, lift 5 

| Of. 58. 1, thy Voice like a Trumpet ; ana ſhew my People their Tranſgreſſions, ani 

the Houſe of Jacob ther Cin. Do 
And fo from the Conſideration of the extreme Guilt, and de- 
ſtructive Conſequences of this Miſrepreſentation, I proceed in the 
Fifth and laſt place to conſider, EH Ie cr. 


V. What Meaſures we muſt take that we may not be /educ'd and 


Noa all the Cautions that are to be given under this Head ate f 
_ equally uſeful in order to avoid thus deceiving our ſelves, and being 
fo deceiv'd by others. To be ſecure then from both, we mult tale 
care to be free from all thoſe Prejudices, Vices, and Follies before} 
memioned, with many more of the like Nature, which are thel 
Cauſes of this Confuſion; muſt be honeſt and ſincere in our Pu- 
poſes, and perfectly clear from all baſe Ends and Intereſts. Wel 
muſt likewiſe diligently examine the Natures of Things, and give 
our ſelves up to be guided by right Reaſon and Scripture ; which 
will teach us to diſtinguiſh between Good and Evil, even in tholel 
Caſes which are pretended to be intricate and abſtruſe. For not- 
— withſtanding: this Confuſion of Words and Notions there is ſuch a 
Thing as Truth in the World, and it is not half ſo difficult to be 
diſcover'd as ſome are willing to believe. The true Boundaries be- 
| rween particular Vertues and Vices, thoſe too which are molt apt 
to be miſtaken for each other, are not fo very hard to be (tated; it 
| Men would but be at the Trouble even of a little Thinking. Thus 
for Example, To abſtain from Rage and Unchriſtian Paſſion, to i 
patient of Contradiction, to return good Language for bad, and nd 
to be enflam'd by Perſonal Affronts and Reflections, all concur ih 
the Vertue of Meekneſs. But to ſuffer God's Honour to be impeach d 
or his Name to be bla ſphem'd without ſnewing any Relentmen! 
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heligns, when it is our Duty to oppoſe them, and perhaps in our 


_if 4 


wer to hinder them; is this Meekneſs? $9 indeed it may be call'd; 
hut it is very plain that here that Vertue expires, and Sloth or 


Cowardife immediately takes place. By thus ſeparating the con- 
ütuent Ideas, and conſidering them diſtiactly one after another, 


nd not ſuffering them to lie mix'd and blended together in the Mind; 
Men may with a little Attention in this, and other Inſtances clearly 
ifioguiſh Vertue from Vice, and diſcern where one ends, and the 


er begins. 


God's Vengeance to be Sweet. 


It will likewiſe be requiſite often and ſeriouſly to conſider the ex, 
Wiczding Guilt and Danger of this deteſtable Habit; as I have repre- 
ated it in its proper place. Which if we do, we ſhall (tart with Ab- 
Wiorrence at the Proſpect, abſtain from all Appearance of this Evil, 
Wir dare to venture upon the leaſt Link of this fatal Chain, which 
uus ſo many diſmal Conſequences after it. And thoſe that are 
Wircady intangled in this Guilt, if they would but conſider Things, 
Would ſoon endeavour to extricate themſelves out of a Snare ſo per- 
Wicious and deſtructive. But if they are reſolv'd to be obſtinate and 
woughtleſs, they muſt perſevere in their Practices, till they receive 
WW: Reward of them; and /ift ap thoſe Eyes in Hell which they will. 
Wy ſhut before they came thither. And when they find themſelves 
place of Torment, they will perceive to their eternal Confuſion, 
lat the Art they have been ſo long accuſtom'd to will fail them 
ere; nor will they be able, with all their Skill and Sophiſtry to prove 
at Evil to be Good, that Darkneſs to be Light, or that Bitter Cup 
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